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The Language of Literary Analysis

VERBS

These verbs will be especially effective when the subject is the author or a character. They are excellent replacements for
“be” verbs and instrumental in the formulation of thesis and theme statements. Careful use of these verbs can result in precise
identification of an author’s purpose. Follow your teacher’s directions to categorize the verbs as transitive, intransitive,
positive, negative, or neutral.

VERBS FOR LITERARY ANALYSIS

accentuates
affects
analyzes
assumes
bases
chooses
compels*
conducts
contests*
defines
delineates*
deviates*
discovers
distinguishes
elicits*
enumerates*
experiences
fantasizes
generalizes*
holds

supports
understands

accepts
alleviates
approaches
attacks
believes
chronicles
completes
conforms
contrasts
defies
despises
differentiates*
discusses
distorts*
emphasizes
envisions
explains
focuses
guides
honors
impels*
inspires
justifies
lists
minimizes
opposes
performs
portrays
produces
qualifies*
recites
refers
results
sees
strives*
suppresses*
vacillates*

achieves
allows
argues
attempts
challenges
claims
concerns
confronts*
contributes
demonstrates
details
differs
displays
downplays
encounters
evokes
expresses
forces
heightens
identifies
implies*
intends
juxtaposes*
maintains
moralizes*
organizes
permits
postulates*
projects
questions
recollects
regards
reveals
selects
suggests
symbolizes
values

VERBS TO USE INSTEAD OF EXEMPLIFIES

appears
connotes*

depicts
evinces*
manifests*
shows
validates*

asserts
corroborates*
discloses*
exhibits
points to
substantiates*

attests to
defines
elucidates*
expounds*
proves
suggests

adopts
alludes*
ascertains*
attributes*
changes
comments
concludes
considers
conveys
depicts*
determines
directs
disputes
dramatizes
enhances
excludes
extends
foreshadows
highlights
illustrates
includes
interprets
lambasts”
makes
muses*
overstates
personifies*
prepares
promotes
p
records
regrets
ridicules
specifies

b "
sympathizes
verifies*

advocates*
alters*
assesses*
avoids
characterizes
compares
condescends
contends*
convinces
describes
develops
disappoints

H *

elevates
enriches

extrapolates*
functions
hints

indicates
interrupts
laments*
manages

outlines
persuades
presents
proposes
reasons

rejects

speculates*
supplies

denotes*
establishes

upholds




